
 
 

WREC Parent Council Agenda/Minutes 
Wednesday, September 17, 2019 

 
 
Members Present:  Dr. Corbett Babb, Amy Miller-Cush, Cory Mays, Michelle Esterbrook, Heidi Crawley, 
Amy Nesko, Megan Lynch, Brandi Hayward, Meredith Velekei, Kelli Maturi, Stephanie Herbein, Meghan 
White, Matt Miller, Kathleen Schippers, Jen Hyneman 
 
 
Introductions/Role of Parent Council 
Dr. Babb explained that the role of the WREC Parent Council is to facilitate open 
communication between the school building and the community.  Parents are encouraged to 
bring issues/concerns to the meetings and will generally contact Dr. Babb before the meeting to 
ensure these items are placed on the meeting agenda.  To this end, the email addresses of the 
Parent Council members are placed on the district website under the West Reading Elementary 
Center Parent Council tab.  Parents of fifth and sixth graders are encouraged to contact 
members as another means of communicating with the school.  Of course, direct 
communication WREC teachers and staff is also encouraged.  Council members present then 
took turns introducing themselves and the name of their student(s) in the district. 
 
 
Initiatives at WREC This Year 
Dr. Babb explained two major initiatives at WREC this year:  Revising first rotation instruction to 
meet math learning needs and re-vamping our Schoolwide Positive Behavior Intervention and 
Supports to meet school climate needs.   
 
Parent Conferences November 25 and 26 
Dr. Babb led a discussion concerning parent-teacher conferences.  Over the years, WREC has 
tried different formats for these annual conferences in an attempt to better match 
school/family communication needs and find the “right balance” as the “middle school” 
between the formats utilized at the Wyomissing Hills Elementary Center and the Junior-Senior 
High School. Parents shared their thoughts about their experiences over the years with parent-
teacher conferences and provided the following input: 

• Having the student participate in the conference is helpful, but at times “student-led” 
conferences seemed more like a student project than an actual parent-teacher conference.  

• It would be more helpful for WREC parents to meet a specific teacher rather than the 
homeroom teacher. Parents generally liked meeting the person who sees their child the 
most, which is not always the homeroom teacher at WREC. 

• Flexible conference times are appreciated.  

 



 
 
Fundraising for Sixth Grade Camp 
The Wyomissing Area PTA generously approached WREC about being a part of the Walk For 
Wyo fundraising event later this school year.  The program was such a success at the Hills 
building last year, that PTA saw it as an opportunity to run a similar event for WREC with the 
proceeds going towards helping to fund the annual 6th Grade Camp experience at South 
Mountain YMCA in May.  Dr. Babb gratefully acknowledged the generosity of our PTA and 
happily reported that WREC would not need to run the annual Coupon Book fundraiser 
knowing that the Walk For WYO event would provide a new funding stream instead. 
 
WREC Safety & Security 
Dr. Babb explained the emphasis placed on providing a safe, secure learning environment.   
Monthly emergency drills are completed and performance reviewed each time they occur.  The 
school’s relationship with the West Reading Borough Police Department is excellent.  The WREC 
Safety Team meets monthly to discuss specific safety and security issues.  This team includes 
members from both grade levels, the school nurse, and other staff members.     
On the district-wide level, a school resource officer will soon be added to the district staff 
because of a recent grant awarded to the district.  The SRO will be stationed at the JSHS, but 
will have some district-wide responsibilities as well.   
Dr. Babb asked the Council members to bring any safety/security concerns to his attention 
during the 19-20 school year.  Parent Council members did not have any safety/security 
concerns that they wanted to communicate at this meeting. 
 
 
The next WREC Parent Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 4th at 9:00 
a.m. in the WREC Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


